
San	Juan	Unified	School	District	

American	Indian	Education	Program	

Parent	Advisory	Committee	Meeting	

April	28,	2020	via	Zoom	
	

Attendance	
 
Meeting called to order at 6 pm by Chair Chrystal Bernasconi. 
 
In attendance: Chrystal Bernasconi, Virginia Hedrick, Julie Donabedian, Kelly Bencken, Buck 
Ellingson, Dakota Donabedian, Sintoya Sposito, Heather Vargas, Martha Quadros, Monica Shiel, 
Mary Nolan 
 
Old	Business	
 
Minutes from the February meeting were read. Mr. Ellingson motioned to approve, Ms. Bencken 
seconded; minutes approved. 
 
Staff	Updates/New	Business	
 

• The AIEP had planned to participate in the International Fair at Cameron Ranch; the fair 
has been cancelled. (Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all gatherings and celebrations 
have been cancelled.) 

 
• The AIEP Conference scheduled to take place in March was postponed. No new dates 

have been announced; they have not offered to refund registration fees as of this date. 
 

• Ms. Shiel reviewed the budget. We are waiting for a letter from the federal government 
regarding an extension of our spending latitude, as we will not be able to spend down all 
monies before June 30 because of closures and cancellations due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. It is hoped we will be able to carry over the unused portion of the grant.  

 
• We are in contact with Robyn Caruso, working on the grant renewal for 2020-21. The 

original deadline of May 22 for grant application submission has been changed to June 
19.   
 

• The craft event scheduled for March 18 had to be cancelled; however, the Youth Reading 
and Youth Leadership programs are continuing via Zoom. The next Youth Reading 
session is scheduled for April 30 from 5:00-6:00 pm, and the Youth Leadership meeting 



will take place directly afterwards from 6:00-7:00. These sessions will continue through 
May.  Ms. Bernasconi asked how the reading session would work because the students 
won’t have the book. Ms. Shiel explained that program coordinator Calvin Hedrick will 
share the screen and afterwards we will somehow get the books to the students. 
 

• Ms. Shiel announced that the public forum, which must take place annually, will now be 
called the Town Hall Meeting, and is scheduled to take place Wednesday, May 13 at 6 
pm via Zoom. The Public Notice ad has been placed in The Sacramento Bee. We will be 
reviewing the program and discussing the goals of the grant. 
 

• Senior recognition: As the Senior Celebration has been cancelled, Virginia Hedrick 
suggested we send sashes to our program graduates and have them take pictures in their 
caps and gowns and we can post something on our Facebook page. We can also invite 
them to come back next year and celebrate with us and the new graduates. This idea was 
met with approval. Ms. Hedrick mentioned she has artistic templates she can use to put 
the seniors’ photos on before posting to our Facebook page. Mr. Ellingson asked if we 
could have them printed also and send them to the grads as a gift. He also wondered if we 
have a way to track where our grads go after high school. He suggested we offer help to 
our seniors in navigating college applications and/or vocational opportunities. 
 

• Ms. Quadros asked the group what our upcoming grant goals will be. If teaching 
language is still a goal, what does that look like? The Town Hall Meeting will be 
addressing next year’s goals. It was agreed to think about this issue and come together at 
a later time to discuss. Mr. Ellingson asked about the spending requirements of the grant 
funds; Ms. Quadros explained that the funds must be spent on the grant goals, with a 
small percentage going towards administrative costs. Ms. Bernasconi suggested our goals 
could include focusing on supporting our students at each grade level in ways that ensure 
their success in getting to the next level.  
 

Ms. Hedrick moved to adjourn at 7:02 pm, Ms. Bencken seconded; meeting adjourned. 
 
	

	

	

 
 


